
“The role that local funders like the Battens 
Charitable Trust play in this is absolutely essential.  
Without their support we simply wouldn’t be able  

to do what we do.”

Country Men UK

Supporting the local community since 1985

w w w.battens.co.uk/battenschar i tabletrust



Battens Charitable Trust

The Battens Charitable Trust was set up 
in 1985, to enable grants to be made to 
registered charities and for charitable 
purposes in Somerset, Dorset and adjoining 
counties.
It was established after identifying that many people 
wished to make a donation to a charity but were not 
always sure which one, or they wished to have a degree 
of flexibility on who would benefit.

By making a donation or leaving a legacy to the Battens 
Charitable Trust, grants can be made to various charities 
in response to their needs and enable national charities 
to benefit locally. It offers flexibility to support the 
changing needs of different charities and charitable 
causes as they arise.

The trust is administered free of charge by Battens 
Solicitors so more of the money can be used to support 
local causes.

(Registered charity no. 293500)

Our Support 

Over the years we have helped many worthwhile 
causes. Since its launch in 1985, the trust has donated 
£500,000 and counting to support local charities and 
charitable causes. Beneficiaries have been as diverse as 
local schools, youth organisations, hospitals, hospices, 
disability groups and the arts, to name but a few. 

Some of the fantastic charities and organisations we 
have helped:

 � St Margaret’s Hospice, Joseph Weldmar and Julia’s 
House Children’s Hospice to fund nurses and carers 
for those with life-limiting conditions 

 � Sherborne, Wareham, Yeovil, Dorchester foodbanks 
as well as community support initiatives 

 � The able2achieve trust in Yeovil to provide vital 
equipment in its bakery and shop which helps 
adults with learning disabilities, mental health 
and associated disabilities lead independent and 
fulfilling lives

 � Somerset and Dorset Mind supporting local people 
with mental health challenges

 � Julian House offering support for homelessness, 
domestic abuse, addiction, recovery and more

 � Local Air Ambulance charities 

 � Schools and colleges within Somerset and Dorset



 � Dorchester Arts supporting community projects 
and live theatre performances 

 � Dorchester, Yeovil and Yeatman Hospitals

 � Scout, Cub, Guide, Brownie and Rainbow groups

 � Dorset Wildlife Trust and Somerset Wildlife Trust 
to support their educational activities to conserve 
wildlife in the area

 � Bath & West Show, Melplash Show, Mid Somerset 
Show and Gillingham and Shaftesbury Show to 
promote agriculture in the community

“Since the pandemic, the Sherborne Food Bank has 
faced unprecedented demand for the support it offers 

to families and individuals in financial need. This 
generous cash donation from the Battens Charitable 

Trust will enable the food bank to source food supplies 
direct from supermarkets and wholesalers to make 

up the shortfall in donations, thus ensuring that it can 
continue to be a ‘helping hand to the hungry’.” 

Sherborne Food Bank

How to Donate

If you would like to support the Battens Charitable 
Trust there are many ways in which you can make a 
contribution.  

If you wish to leave a legacy to the Charitable Trust 
within your Will please contact the Private Client team 
in any of our offices who will be happy to discuss your 
requirements in further detail.  We may be able to offer 
the preparation of the Will free of charge under our 
free Will Scheme. Gifts to charity in your Will are free 
of Inheritance Tax. In addition if you leave 10% of your 
estate to charity, the remainder of your estate benefits 
from a reduced rate of Inheritance Tax at 36% rather 
than 40%.

If you would prefer to make regular donations or even 
a one-off contribution, then please scan our QR code 
below to find out ways to donate. Alternatively you can 
email bct@battens.co.uk or call 0800 652 8373. 

If you wish to apply for a donation please note that 
we can only receive applications via the form on our 
website. 



Our Offices

Yeovil
Mansion House
54 - 58 Princes Street
Yeovil
Somerset
BA20 1EP
01935 846000

Castle Cary
Francis House
Fore Street
Castle Cary
Somerset
BA7 7BQ
01963 834477

Wareham
12 West Street
Wareham
Dorset
BH20 4JX
01929 768720 

London
36 Soho Square
London
WD1 3QY
0207 781 7750

Sherborne
The Bank House
Long Street
Sherborne
Dorset
DT9 3BU
01935 814811 

Dorchester
Savenake House
42 High West Street 
Dorchester
Dorset
DT1 1UU
01305 250560

Bath
7-9 North Parade 
Buildings
Bath
BA1 1NS
01225 862581

Battens Solicitors is an established firm of solicitors with 
offices in Somerset, Dorset, Bath and London offering a 
range of legal services to businesses and individuals, and 
has a long history of supporting the community.

For more information on Battens range of services please 
visit the website www.battens.co.uk or call one of its  
offices.


